
User guide 
 

1 
 

 
 
 

 

Recommended file formats 

 
green – recommended file formats 

red – accepted file formats 

 

Data type - text 

MS Word  .doc/.docx 

Rich Text Format  RTF 

Open formats eg. .odt 

Plain text  plain text .txt 

eXtensible Mark-up Language  .xml 

text according to a suitable Document Type Definition  
or schema Hypertext Mark-up Language  

DTD/.html 

some specific formats NUD*IST, NVivo and ATLAS.ti 

  

Data type – table data with extensive metadata 

SPSS transferable format .por 

text with delimiters  SPSS, Stata, SAS 

structured text or metadata file eg. DDI XML file  

formats of statistical packages : SPSS, Stata,  
MS Access  .sav, .dta, .mdb/.accdb 

 

Data type – table data with minimal metadata 

values separated by a comma .csv 

table formats .tab 

MS Excel     .xls/.xlsx 

MS Access   .mdb/.accdb 

dBase   .dbf 

OpenDocument Spreadsheet  .ods 

 

Data type - images 

PNG .png 

GIF .gif 

BMP  .bmp 

Digital Negative DNG .dng 

RAW image format  .raw 

Photoshop files  .psd 

Adobe Portable Document Format  PDF/A, PDF, .pdf 
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Data type – spatial (vector and raster data) 

ESRI Shapefile .shp, .shx, .dbf, .prj, .sbx, .sbn optional 

geo-referenced TIFF  .tif, .tfw 

CAD data  .dwg 

tabular GIS attribute data .gml 

Geography Markup Language  .mdb 

ESRI Geodatabase format    

MapInfo Interchange Format for vector data .mif 

Keyhole Mark-up Language  .kml 

Adobe Illustrator, CAD data  .ai, .dxf or .svg 

binary formats of GIS and CAD packages   

 

 

Data type – audio 

AIFF - Audio Interchange File Format                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      .aiff, .aif, .aifc 

WAV - Uncompressed Waveform audio format  .wav, .wave 

AU - Audio format  .au, .snd 

FLAC - Free format Lossless Audio Codec .flac, .oga 

4 Audio Lossless Coding format ALS 

RealAudio .rpm, .ra, .ram 

BWF - Uncompressed Broadcast Wave Format .wav 

Motion Pictures Expert Group MPEG 1  a  
MPEG 2      .mp1, .mp2, .mp3, .m1v, .m1a, .m2a, .mpa 

 

 

Data type – video 

MXF - Material Exchange Format .mxf 

MOV - Quicktime format   .mov 

MPEG-4 .mp4, .m4v, .m4r, .m4b, .m4p, .m4a 

Motion JPEG 2000 .mj2, .mjp2 

AVCHD video .avchd 

AVI - Audio-Video Interleave format        .avi 

OGG video .ogv, .ogg, .oga, .ogx, .spx 

Windows Media Video .wmv 
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Data type – documentation and scripts 

Rich Text Format                                                                                                                                    .rtf 

PDF/UA, PDF/A or PDF .pdf 

XHTML or HTML  .xhtml, .htm 

OpenDocument Text   .odt 

plain text  .txt 

MS Word   .doc/.docx 

MS Excel  .xls/.xlsx 

 

Data type – other formats 

CSS  .css 

JPEG 2000 .jpxml, .jp3d, .jpf, .jpm, .jpx, .jp2 

Structured Query Language .sql 

Stata syntax  .do, .dct 

R  ascii, .rdata 

Mineset  .schema, .data 

Matroska MKV  .mkv, .mka, .mk3d, .mks 

Animated Portable Network Graphics  .apng 

JPEG XR  .hdp 

Multiple Image Network Graphics  .mng 

PC Paintbrush File Format  .pcx, .dcx, dcc 

Wireless Application Protocol Bitmap Format  .wbmp 

WebP  .webp 

X Pix Map  .xpm 

Dolby Digital  .ac3 

Adaptive Multi-rate Compression 
.amr 

Adaptive Transform Acousting Coding .aa3, .oma, .at3 

Speex  .spx 

Windows Media Audio  .wma 

Advanced Systems Format  .asf 

Microsoft Vision .vsd 

FMP3  .fp, .fmp, .fp3, .fm 

BMP .ddb, .dib, .bmp 

Microsoft Project  .mpt, .mpp, .mpx, .mpd 

Mathematica  .nbp, .nb 

LateX  .ltx, .latex 

SGML  .sgm, .sgml 

WordPerfect .w51, .wp5, .wp, .wpd 

RealAudio  .rpm, .ra, .ram 

Photo CD  .pcd 

NetCDF Network Common Data Form .nc 

 


